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LITHUANIAN MINT COMMISSIONED TO PRODUCE

LATVIAN DECORATIONS

The 2004 September 27 issue of

'Lietuvos Zinios' reports that the Mint of

Lithuanian has begun manufacturing

decorations for Latvia. This is a first for

the Mint of Lithuanian - producing

decorations for a foreign government.

The Latvian Public Procurement

Inspection and Control Commission had

concluded that the Mint of Lithuanian has

amassed considerable experience in

restoring pre-war Lithuanian decorations,

has excellent technical capabilities and

can deliver orders in a timely fashion.

According to Chief Inspector Peters

Sprangilis, 250 decorations have been

ordered in Lithuania at a cost of 50,000

lats (about 261,000 litai).

Jonas Valatka states that at this time

the design work is being done with

prototypes for presentation to the Latvian

Heraldic Commission to follow. The

project is not straightforward as such

decorations are not currently being

manufactured. Similar decorations can

only be found in museums. Many of the

details will be authentic, but will have a

modern look. "But this is dependent on

the client. Our job is to produce quality

items and deliver them on time," said

Valatka, who also stated that the Latvians

in searching for the best workmanship.

technical capabilities and cost to benefit

ratio, visited a number of European

countries before deciding to place the

order In Lithuania.

The Mint of Lithuania will produce

the Order of Viesturs and the Cross of

Acknowledgement. Only a half year ago

did the Latvian Parliament decide to

reinstate these decorations. The first

presentations were planned for late 2004

or early 2005.

Jonas Valatka, Director of the Mint of Lithuania,

showing what the Mint had produced.

Latvian decorations, like those of

other countires are make of silver and

gold. The basic metal is silver with gold

plated and enameling applied as required.



GENERAL JONAS
" ZEMAITIS MEDAL

[n our November-December 2004 issue of

The Knight, we described the General Jonas

Remains Military Academy Medal on page 2.

However, we omitted the photograph of this

medal. It is illustrated here on the right.

SEWING MACHINE COUPONS
OFFERED ON E-BAY
Recently on the www.ebay.com website

there was offered on auction as a set, 3 coupons

of the Singer Sewing Machine Company. The

coupons were in denominations of 1, 5, and 10

Lt. From their appearance these coupons are

pre-War sometime from the 1920s or 1930s.

The text is in the English language, and

the denomination numerals are printed in a box

on the right, with the word “LTT’ overprinted

in the center.

It appears that these were generic
coupons issued by the company around the
world, and they would just overprint the name
of the local-national currency in the appropriate
spaces.

These coupons had a minimum starting
bid of $120.00 and were offered by a Toronto,
Canada seller. We have not heard of these
before and arc sharing the illustration from the
li.sting here with our readers.



3.Last mint of the Lithuanian Kingdom believed found!

The 2004 September 1 issue of

'Kauno Diena' reports that In the area of

the Vilnius Lower Castle, where the Royal

Residence is going to be reconstructed,

the last mint of the Lithuanian Kingdom

was found. Along the northern sector,

archeologists found about a thousand

copper shillings, prepared planchettes,

and metal scraps from the minting

processes. Almost all of the shillings are

dated 1664-1666. In no other area of the

Royal Residence which had been

excavated, had such a quantity of coins

been found. At this time only one-tenth

of the area where the presumed mint had

been has been excavated. It Is believed

that the corner excavated may have been

the coin storage area of the mint.

Generally, the center of the building is

the most important part. It Is possible

that when further excavations are

conducted, a room may be found where

dies, hammers and other items associated

with minting will be found. Although

records from the Vilnius mint have not

survived, based on the documentation

from the mint near Warsaw which

operated in the 1 700's ,
it is believed that

coins were minted in one room, counted

in another and stored in' a third.

A year ago, numismatist Eduardas

Remecas suspected that a mint had been

located in approximately the area

currently being excavated. Not far from

this area, quite a few planchettes and

minting metal scraps had been found

previously, and an additional 70 copper

and silver planchettes were found last

year. From surviving documentation, it

had been known that during the reign of

King John Casimir (1648-1669), a mint

had operated in the Vilnius Lower Castle,

but the exact location was not known.

Some archeologist doubt that the

excavated building had been a mint.

Doubts would be eliminated if dies were

to be found. However, Eduardas Remecas

doubts if that will happen. But, if

Remecas's opinion that this building had

been the mint is confirmed, it will be one

of the most important finds not only in

Lithuania, but also in all of Central and

Eastern Europe. Many mints operated in

Poland, but only one building has

survived to this day. However, in

Lithuanian of the approximately ten mints

that operated at various times, only this

one has been located. In the

contemporary Czech Republic and

Slovakia, which have long histories of

silver and gold mining and coin minting,

only two mint buildings have survived.

However, neither has yielded items

associated with coin minting.

Remecas is concerned that further

excavations are not planned in the area

where the mint might have been. Rather,

construction of a transformer is

scheduled. "Having such a mint, we

should attract tourists. This Is a

significant site and it should be preserved.

If a transformer is built and if in the future

we would want to have an exhibit or

reconstruct the mint, the transformer will

clearly be in the way." said Remecas



On pricing Lithuanian coins

With spectacular hoard finds in

Lithuania being announced at least

annually, one can't help but believe that

not all coins from the hoard will be

housed in museums and that some will

become available to collectors. Again,

Eduardas Remecas annouced another

hoard, this time, about 1,000 copper

shillings of King John Casimir.

Depending on condition, the prices for

John Casimir's copper shillings had varied

five-fold, from about US $5 to about $25.

It will be interseting to see how many of

these coins from the recent find will hit

the market and how the prices will be

effected, even though there is a

worldwide tendency of coin prices to go

up.

Obviously, early Lithuanian coins are

the most expensive, e.g., our earliest silver

Pechat/Greek cross-spearpoint coins have

been cataloged at US $5,000. And gold

coins are more expensive than silver

coins. For example, a 1586 ducate of

King Stephan Batory was priced at US
$25,000.

The price a coin can command is

dependent not only on what is realised at

auction or on the demand by collectors,

but also on the coin's rarity, precious

metal content and condition. Rare coins

are the most expensive and in cataloges

are designated 'R', very rare coins are

designated 'RRRR' and unique specimens
'U'. Lithuanian coins do come up at

auctions and are often competed for by
bidders who are not Lithuanian. Polish

collectors and museum show a great

interest in Lithuanian coins. Our
museums only on rare occasions can

Aleksandras Radzius
compete with the Poles at auctions.
Recently the Bylorussina have begun to
show an interest in Lithuanian coins.

Russia, with a long numismatic tradition,

has always been interested in Lithuanian

coins.

In the final analysis, each collector

determines what the coin is worth to him
based on his own reasons for wanting to

own the coin. For some it's an

investment, for others a piece of history

and link with our ancestors, for still others

a status symbol. But whatever the reason,

it is clear that pricing Lithuanian coins is

still in the early stages and will require

time until rarity and condition criterial

are developed and are factored into the

demand expressed by collectors and

museum curators as well as economic

conditions in a specific geographic coin

collecting market.

LATVIAN ORDER OF
VIESTURS & the CROSS OF
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

By Aleksandras Radzius

Since the Mint of Lithuania will be

producing the Order of Viesturs and the

Cross of Acknowledgement for the Latvian

government, let’s get acquainted with these

decorations.

Order of Viesturs

The Order of Viesturs was founded

in 1938 on the occasion of the 20th

anniversary of the Republic of Latvia, and

to commemorate an historic hero, Viesturs

(Continued on page 6...)



EURO COINS TO BE MINTED NEXT YEAR [2005]
From: Kauno Diena, Friday, June 22, 2004, pg. 27. Translated by Alex Radzius.

The Bank of Lithuania is plannning this month to announce a public competition

for plaster models of the national (reverse) side of euro coins. It is planned to begin

minting euro coins by the middle of 2005.

The Directors of the Bank of Lithuania yesterday decided how the competitiion

will be organized, how the evaluations will be made, and how the top designers will be

paid.

In view of the long standing tradition of minting Lithuanian coins, the Lithuanian

euro coins will display a Vytis, either a modification of the current design or anothor

design.

According to Audrius Misevicius, Chairman of the Coin Design and Production

Commission and Deputy to the Director of the Bank of Lithuania, the winner of the

euro competition should be announced in November. However, in the event that

during the first phase of the competition, a winner could not be determined, another

competition will be announced.

A. Misevicius states that the Mint of Lithuania is technically prepared to mint euro

coins. A quality control system has been in place, however authorisation is still lacking.

Accreditation from the European Central Bank is still required before coins can be

minted.

Before the Lithuanian euro coins can be introduced, a stockpile must be on hand

incountry. It is planned to place the euro into circulation at the end of 2006 or early

2007. Director of the Bank of Lithuania, Reinoldijus Sarkinas had stated that Lithuania

wants to mint not only euro coins for Lithuania but also for other countries.

Foreigners are urging Lithuania not From: draugas, July 24, 2003.

to 'disgard' the litas. Translated by Alex Radzius.

According to an article published in the

July 24, 2003 issue of the Chicago based

Lithuanian daily Draugas (The Friend), the

German Bundesbank thinks that the nations

which will join the European Union next year

should not introduce the euro too quickly. On
joining the Europian Union, countries have two

years in which to meet certain requirements,

then they are free to replace their national

currency with the euro.

The Bank of Lithuania had stated that

Lithuania could join the European Union in

2004 and could introduce the euro in 2007.

Latvia and Estonia also want to introduce the

euro quickly.

Of all the Central European nations

wanting to join the European Union, the Czech

Repubkiic shows the least enthusian in

introducing the euro. It's central bank says

that it should wait a while and introduce it in

2009 or 2010.

Gitanas Kancerevycius, Director of the

Investment Risk Managment Department of the

'Snoro' Bank thinks that the Bundesbank's

suggestion is logical, since nations which join

the European Union and quickly have to

adhere to the strict requirements associated

with the introduction of the euro could

experience economic hardship. They may find

it hard to limit inflation, national debt and

budget deficits. However, Mr. Kancerevycius

states that Lithuania already is in compliance

with all of these strict requirements
, i.e.,

national debt, inflation, level of securities

backing and fluctuation of the national

currency with respect to the euro. Thus,

Lithuania could introduce the euro 2 years

after joining the European Union.

At this time, 12 of the 15 countries

belonging to the European Union have issued

euro's. The euro has not been introduced in

Great Britain, Denmark and Sweden.



0. and his Semigallian independent domain.

The decoration was designed by Herberts

Mangolds.

The Order of Viesturs was award for

achievements in the training of the

national armed forces, maintenance of

public order, guarding of national borders

or engraining the spirit of statehood in

the public. It was awarded in five classes.

The medal of the order is a white

enameled cross outlined in gold. At the

end of each arms of the cross are red

beads, two small and one large. In the

center of the cross, in a white enameled

circle outlined in gold, are red enameled

letters VR for Vesthardus Rex* (King

Viesturs). On the back of the cross, in the

center is written "Confortamini et

pugnate" meaning "Be strong and fight"

and the year "1219". Viesturs was a

Semgallian sovereign who led a heroic

revolt against the German invaders in

1219.

Superior to this cross is a smaller white

enameled cross with short arms, in the

center of which are the arms of the

Latvian Republic in heraldic colors.

When awared for military achievement,

there are two crossed spears behind the

cross. The ribbon of the Order is purple.

The Order was awarded in five Classes.

Class I and Class II awards includ a breast

badge which consists of the cross of the

order in the middle of a quadrangular star

with rays.

• Note that the Latvians are using 'Rex' correctly.

A 'Rex' is a sovereign who can make the laws, can
executes them and can judicate. Contrast this to

the Romans who abhored the concept of having
a 'Rex'. Their Senate passed the law and the chief

executive was an 'Emperor', that is, the military-

commander-in-chiet. Further, contrast this with

our system in the United States where
independent branches of government make the

laws, enforce and judicate them.

The Medal of the Order, called the

Badge of Honor, was exclussively a

military decoration and came in three

Classes.

On November 17, 1938, the Order of

Vestures was first awarded and the last

awards were made on June 13, 1940. In

all, 6 generals of the Latvian Army were

awarded the Order of Viesturs, Class I, 28

military personel received the Class II

decoration, 126 individuals received the

Class III, 390 the Class IV, and 701 the

Class V. The Medal of the Order of

Vesture, Badge of Honor, Class I was

awarded to 578 Individuals, 1022

received the Class II and 370 the Class III.

It will be interesting to see who will be

awarded this decoration, now that it has

been reinstituted.

Cross of Acknowledgement

The Cross of Acknowledgement was a

revival by the Republic of Latvia in 1 933



of the former Order of Acknowledgement

of the Duchy of Kurland.

The Order of Acknowledgement was

founded in Liepaja on May 13, 1710 by

the 18 year old Friedrich Wilhelm Kettler,

Duke of Kurland and Semigallia, on his

return to Kurland from Germany. His

mother, the widow of Duke Friedrich

Casimir Kettler of Kurland had fled

Kurland to Prussia to escape the ravages

of the Northern War, thus the young

Friedrich Wilhelm Kettler grew up in

Germany.

The statutes governing the Order

declare that it was established in

gratitude to God for the recovery of the

Duchy of Kurland, in rememberance of

the suffered misfortune and the long

absence from his lands. Membership in

the Order was decided by the Duke alone

and was restricted to the Duke himself,

the Chancellor of the Order, two

Counselors of the Order, 12 landlords in

the Duchy of Kurland, 1 2 foreigners

irrespective of their religion, and being or

absence in the Duke's service, and ruler of

other domains who were eligilbe for

membership in the Order without

restrictions. The duties of Chancellor and

the Counselors were restricted to

paperwork - compilation and preservation

of lists.

The recipient of the Order could have

the Order revoked for misconduct, and all

recipients of the Order had to promise to

live in peace with other members of the

Order. A member suffering a misfortume

was to be eared for by other members. A

member of the Order had a duty to

celebrate the anniversary of the founding

of the Order by performing virtuous deeds

and giving gifts to the poor, irrespective

of where he was at the time.

The Order of Acknowledgement had

only one Class. The decoration was

suspended on a light red ribbon edged in

silver. The ribbon was the width of a

thumb. The wearing of the decoration

around the neck was compulsory, but

when traveling, it could be worn as a

brooch. When a member died, other

members had to wear the decoration on a

ribbon edged in black for four weeks. The

decoration of the deceased member had

to be returned to the Duke.

The medal of the Order is a white

enameled Maltese cross with little golded

balls at the ends of the hands of the cross.

In the center was the arms of the Duchy

and on the reverse in the center was the

monogram of Fredrich Wilhelm. The

cross is suspended from the ribbon by a

golden ring.

With the death of Duke Friedrich

Wilhelm Kettler in 1711, the Order of

Acknowledgement ceased to exist. The

Order had been awarded to 1

8

individuals. It was the first and only

decoration of the Duchy of Kurland.

The revived Cross of Acknowledgement

was not an exact copy of the Order of

Acknowledgement, but it lookes similar.

The new version was designed by Gustavs

Skilters. The medal is also a white

enameled Maltese cross outlined in gold

with little gold balls at the end of the

hands of the cross, but each pair of arms

of the cross are linked by two rings.

These 8 rings symbolize the eight Dukes

of Kurland under whose rule the Duchv

flourished. In the center of the cross are

the arms of ther Republic of Latvia in

heraldic colors and the year 1938. On
the reverse are the arms of the Duchv of

Kurland and the year 1710. The ribbon is

red with silver edging.

(Continued next page....)
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Originally, there were five Cfasses of

the Cross of Acknowledgement and four

Classes of the Medal, Badge of Honor, of

the Cross of Acknowledgement.

However, the law was ammended on

Febraury 26, 1940 reducing the Classes of

the Medal of the Cross of

Acknowledgement from four to three, but

a Special Class 1 of a different size was

added.

This modern decoration was awarded

for outstanding expressions of love for the

Fatherland and achievements which are a

benefit to the state or society or for

achievements in culture.

The Cross of Acknowledgement, Class 1

was awarded to 21 individuals, the Class

II to 21, Class 111 to 110, the Class IV to

and the Class V to 1,314. The Medal,

Badge of Honor, of the Cross of

Acknowledgement, Special Class I was

iware(i to >03 individuals, the Class 1 to

' 3), 'he Class II to 764 and the Class III

) t"4 noividuals.

VICTOR DAVID BRENNER
TOMBSTONE PHOTO

Pictured .here is the tombstone ot' Victor David

Brenner (1871-1924), who is interred in Mount Judah

Cemetery in Ridgewood (Queens), New York. He is

interred in Block Q, Section 1, and grave No. 232.

The inscription is in Hebrew and English, and

reads: “VICTOR D. BRENNER In Memory of our

greatly gifted and dearly beloved VICTOR, bom June

12, 1871, died April 5. 1924.”

Brenner was the designer of the U.S. i^incoin

Cent. He was bom and raised in Siauiiai, Lnhuania.

and came to the United States in 1890. Ve ;eatured lis

burial location stop/ in the January- February JOOr

issue of The Knig.ht.



BROCHURE ACQUAINTS LITHUANIANS WITH THE RT,R(j
The Bank of Lithuania and the Central Bank of Europe have issued a brochure entitled ‘Euras

Musu Pinigai" designed to educate Lithuanians about the upcoming conversion to the Euro, and he

characteristics of the Euro banknotes. Tliere are color illustrations of each euro denomination banknote,

numerous examples of security features, and names of designers. Of interest is the text on the back which

has been translated for us here by Aleksandras Radzius:

“THE EURO AND LITHUANIA.” By joining the European Union. Lithuania committed herself to

keep its currency pohcies for the common good and in the future to introduce the euro. Before it can

introduce the euro, each country must spend at least two years in the Currency Mechanism H and to fulfill

other predetermined economic criteria.

At the end of June 2004,

Lithuania entered the Currency

Mechanism II with 4.3528 litai

already pegged to the euro. .Also,

Lithuania unilaterally committed

herself not to deviate from this

exchange rate.

Having successfully

fulfilled the predetermined

criteria, in late 2006 or early

2007, Lithuania could introduce

the euro and join the euro zone,

i.e., the group of nations already

using the euro, which are:

Ireland, Austria, Belgium,

Greece, Spain, Italy,

Luxemburg, Netherlands,

Portugal. France. Finland, and

Germany.

Having introduced the

euro, Lithuania will be able to

enjoy the general monetan/

benefits of the European union:

i) Trade and financial ties with

the nations of the European

Union will be strengthened and

investments encouraged, this will

contribute the improvement in

the general well being of

Lithuanian citizens; 2) There

will be no risk associated with

changes in currency exchange

rates, this will result in lower

costs of loans; 3) costs

associated with exchanging

currencies will be eliminated and

the cost of making payments to

trade partners in the euro zone

will decrease.”
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'
’ WANT/FOR SALE

ADS
WANTED: Picture postcards of Lithuania,

Klaipeda/Memel, pre-1940 only. Send photocopies

with prices to: J.R. Greene, 26 Bearsden Road,

Athol, MA 01331.

WANTED: Always buying early Lithuanian

coins (pre-1800). Write with description for my
generous offer. Tony Tumonis, P.O. Box 89792,

Tucson, AZ 85752. (520) 744-9856.

FOR SALE: 1936 Y-13 10 Litij silver coin

(Vytautas). Obverse (Vytis) Doubled-die! VCR#2.

Shiny EF $55. Double-die Reverse (Vytautas), very

apparent especially in words “DESIMTS LITU” on

bottom! VCR #4. EF $65. Regular 1936 10 Litij,

EF $20.

Are you a new collector of Lithuanian

numismatics? Begin your collection of :

BANK OF LITHUANIA BANKNOTES!
"TEMPORARY" Sept 10. 1922 ISSUE
P-1 1 Centas UNC $55 EF-AU#40
P.2 5 Cental UNC $55; EF $40

P-3 20 Centif EF $85 Scarce!

"PERMANENT" Scriia Nay 160922
P-7 1 Centas UNC $45

P-8 2 Cental UNC $55; EF $40; VF $23

P-9 5 Cental EF $40; VF $25.

P-19 10 Centu EF small ptnbole $75

P-11 20 Centii XF $75; VF $45

P-12 50 Centii Fine $30

PRINTED IN ENGLAND SERIES
P-24 50 Utn, 1928 VF $35

P-25 100 Litii, 1928, EF $85; VF $35

P-26 5 Litai, 1929. EF $95; VG-Fine $20

P-27 20 Litii, 1930. EF $60; VF $35; F $25

CONTEMPORARY BANKNOTES
P-47a 10 Liti| 1991 without dot UNC $9.00

P-50 100 Litii, 1991, UNC $60

P-54 2 Litai, 1993 UNC $2.00

P.56 10 Litu, 1993 UNC $7.00

P.57 20 Litii, 1993 UNC $12.00

P-59 10 Litu 1997 UNC $7.00

P.65 2001 10 Litu L'NC

— Low serial #AH0000011 $20.

Also you can e-mail me for my complete

li.st of Lithuanian numismatic items.

Albionfpi^hotmail.com,

Frank Passic, 9(K) S. Eaton St.. Albion, MI

49224.

Automobile Bumper Sticker

In colors of the Lithuanian flag; with

Lithuanian emblem Vytis and inscription

“UthuaniaM 1/2” x 3” $3.50 #438

Lithuanian
Desk Flag
11 ’5” high

$8.50 #507

Lithuanian
and Ameri-
can desk
flags in one
holder avail-

able for

$12.50 #511

Lithuanian

Automobile Plates

Fiastic; in colors of

the Lithuanian flag;

with Vytis and in-

scription “Lithuania”.

$5.50 #361

Popular

Lithuanian

Recipes
Bestseller of all

times. Compiled

and edited by

Josephine

J.Dauzvardis.

Published in

Chicago.

In English. 2000.

129 pages.

$24.50 #14

Frame for

Automobile Plates

Plastic; white; with in-

scription “Lithuania”

and country code LT.

$5.50 #370

Colloquial

Lithuanian

The Complete

Course for

Beginners.

Textbook with

two CDs
and two

cassettes.

By Meilute

Ramoniene
Published by

Routledge,

2002 .

$99.99 #43

Balzekas Museum of Lithuanian Culture GIFT

SHOP, 6500 S. Pulaski Road, Chicago, IL 60629. (773)

582-6500.
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